Prof Ron Benzie

Well we did it! The WFUMB 2009 Congress was a great success and an example of how a team is greater than the sum of its parts. Now, as the politicians love to say, it is back to business as usual. But is that really so?

One of ASUM\'s main roles is educational. We have just participated in the largest *educational* ultrasound conference ever held in Australia. That did not happen easily. The work of so many volunteers from different professional groups ensured that the educational component of the Congress was of a very high order. Many sonographers afterwards took the time to let me know how much they personally valued the context of the seminars, workshops, lectures and plenary sessions. Some maintained that what they learned will be used in practice "in the real world".

The ongoing education of our members who come from such diverse backgrounds can be a challenge.

Every organisation has its internal difficulties. One of ours is to maintain our enthusiasm for lifelong learning beyond the mundane everyday work issues. Looking at new ways to spread the word about the value of ultrasound may include ASUM being more involved with teaching medical students and with training indigenous Australians to be sonographers. Is no one surprised that there is not one indigenous sonographer in the whole country?

Broader vision can lead us into stimulating areas. There will be divergence of opinion as to how to reach our goals, however, without constructive dialogue between the various professional groups who make up ASUM, we will only have fragmentation, to the detriment of patient care.

Maybe now is the time for each of us to say "ASUM did something for us, now what can we do for ASUM?"

We look to you, our members to make a difference, to get more involved, to volunteer your time and effort. When did you last suggest to a professional colleague that ASUM is a multidisciplinary organisation worthy of their support?

A society\'s strength comes from its members not merely its office bearers.

**Donations**

ASUM thanks the following people for their kind support of ASUM\'s educational, professional and research projects
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